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I.      INTRODUCTION 


Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  provide  information  on  the  extent 
of  vacant  land  that  is  capable  for  urban  development  within  the  planning  area. 
This  information  will  aid  in  formulating  plans  for  land  use  and  community  fa- 
cilities. 

Scope 

The  method  used  to  derive  this  information  was  a  study  of  the  topographic 
maps  (1  inch  =  100  feet)  that  were  available  for  the  planning  area.    All  the  land 
on  the  available  topographic  maps  was  classified  into  one  of  five  basic  cate- 
gories:   (1)  swampy  land;  (2)  land  in  depressions;  (3)  water  bodies;  (4)  land  with 
slopes  of  15  per  cent  or  greater;  and  (5)  all  other  land.    Table  1  summarizes  these 
data  by  planning  district.    This  information  was  plotted  on  a  map  which  was  pre- 
sented as  Plate  2,  page  11/  in  the  Planning  Department's  report  Existing  Land 
Use,  June,  1963. 

Vacant  Land  capabilities  were  derived  by  subtracting  the  amount  of  de- 
ve loped  land  in  each  category  from  the  total  amount  of  land  in  each  category. 
Table  2  summarizes  these  data. 

Water  bodies  and  swampy  land  cannot  be  generally  developed  for  urban 
uses.    Therefore,  the  amount  of  developable  land  would  be  the  total  vacant 
land  less  the  vacant  land  in  water  bodies  and  swampy  land. 

Depressions  can  generally  be  developed  only  after  proper  drainage  is  pro- 
vided. The  figures  on  the  amount  of  land  in  depressions  presented  in  this  memo- 
randum are  intended  as  a  guide  to  the  magnitude  of  this  problem  In  various  parts 
of  the  planning  area. 

Land  on  slopes  of  15  per  cent  or  greater  in  the  Fayetteville  orea  can  also 
generally  be  developed  if  lot  sizes  are  made  large  enough.  For  this  reason,  the 
amount  of  land  on  such  slopes  is  also  provided. 
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II.     VACANT   LAND   ANALYSIS 


Swampy  Lond 

The  topographic  analysis  revealed  that  a  total  of  approximately  730  acres 
within  the  planning  area  were  in  a  swampy  condition,  and  thus  were  not  gener- 
ally suitable  for  urban  development.    About  630  acres  of  vacant^  land  were 
swampy,  (this  was  2  per  cent  of  all  the  vacant  land).    Much  of  the  developed 
land  that  was  classified  as  swampy  was  in  publicly-owned  land  on  watersheds 
and  elsewhere. 

Water  Bodies 


Water  bodies  within  the  planning  area  (not  including  the  Cape  Fear  River) 
covered  a  total  of  about  580  acres.    About  520  acres  of  vacant  land  were  in 
water  bodies,  again  not  suitable  for  urban  development.    (This  represented  1.6 
per  cent  of  ail  the  vacant  land.) 

Depressions 

About  280  acres  within  the  planning  area  were  contained  within  depressions 
without  adequate  natural  drainage.    These  areas  can  be  developed;  but  to  do  so, 
they  must  be  provided  with  adequate  storm  drainage  facilities.    Otherwise,  each 
rain  might  bring  with  it  a  small  flood  within  these  areas.    Nearly  210  acres  of 
this  land  were  vacant.    This  was  .7  per  cent  of  all  the  vacant  land. 

15  Per  Cent  Slope 

Land  on  steep  slopes  requires  special  treatment  if  it  is  to  be  developed 
soundly.    Generally  speaking,  larger-than-average  lot  sizes  must  be  provided 
and  cutting  of  streets  presents  special  problems. 

There  are  about  2,020  acres  of  land  that  had  slopes  of  15  per  cent  or 
greater.    Of  this  total,  nearly  1,430  acres  were  vacant.    (This  represented  4.5 
per  cent  of  ail  the  vacant  land.) 

Developable  Vacant  Land 

Developable  vacant  land  represents  all  the  land  in  the  planning  area  not 
classified  as  developed  in  the  1960  land  use  survey,  less  the  vacant  swampy 
land  and  water  bodies.    There  were  approximately  30,740  acres  of  developable 
vacant  land  within  the  planning  area  in  1960. 


If  this  developable  vacant  land  were  to  develop  at  the  overall  density 
(15.8  acres  per  100  persons)  of  development  prevalent  in  the  planning  area  in 
1960/  nearly  200,000  additional  persons  could  reside  within  the  planning  area 
(bringing  the  total  population  to  nearly  280,000  persons). 


III.      SUMMARY   AND   CONCLUSIONS 

The  developable  vacant  land  within  the  planning  area  could  support  a 
population  over  three  times  larger  than  its  1960  population.    A  larger  urban 
population  growth  brings  a  soaring  demand  for  public  services  (for  example: 
schools,  hospitals,  recreation  outlets,  thoroughfare  systems,  police  protection, 
fire  protection,  water  supply,  and  sewage  disposal).    Studied  population  trends 
indicate  that  the  population  within  the  planning  area  could  very  well  double 
by  1980. 

The  data  provided  in  this  study  will  be  used  by  the  Planning  Board  and 
Planning  Department  to  help  estimate  localized  demands  for  public  services 
with  greater  confidence,  and  aid  in  formulating  a  land  use  plan  for  the  com- 
munity. 
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